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the iron- and steel-producing areas. Western Europe was enabled
to use her vast deposits of phosphoric ores and to become the second
largest steel-producing area in the world, while the importance of
the Lake Superior region was vastly increased.
The increase in steel production noted in 1880-90 was as rapid
in this country as in any in the world, including the U.S.A., although
it was mainly in acid steel. Although we had, and still have, ample
resources of phosphoric ores, our resources of non-phosphoric ores
on the north-west coast were limited, necessitating the increased
import of pure ores from Spain and Sweden. After 1890, although
production in U.S.A. and Germany began to increase at an even
faster rate, mainly in basic steel, the upward trend of steel pro-
duction in Great Britain definitely slowed down. Whatever the
complexity of causes for this relative retrogression may be, it was
undoubtedly the discovery and exploitation of the basic process
which enabled Germany to eclipse us in production by the end of
the century.
The U.S.A. exceeded our output of pig iron and steel by 1890,
and by 1913 was producing about half the world output. Germany
ranked second in importance as a competitor and surpassed Britain's
output of steel in 1893 and of pig iron in 1905. By 1913 Germany
produced 23 per cent of the world's steel and 21 per cent of the
pig iron. In the decade before the outbreak of wax in 1914 the
rate of increase of pig iron production in France and Belgium was
also greater than in this country.
Fig. I shows clearly that while from 1870 to 1913, and again
from 1920 to 1930, U.S.A., Germany, France and Belgium
experienced rapid and steady increases in output, Great Britain
experienced in pig iron a very slow upward trend, in striking con-
trast to the other nations, and in steel the rate of development,
which had kept pace with the other nations up to 1890, fell off
gradually after that date.
In the last decade of the period Great Britain experienced a steep
downward trend in both pig iron and steel, cutting across the general
trend, and fell to the position of fourth country in order of importance
as regards pig iron production and as regards steel output tied for
third place with France.
(2) Foreign Trade.
The foreign trade of the five principal producing countries in the
period under review is given in Fig. II and Tables 5 and 6.